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UPDATE FROM DISTRICT 
LEADERSHIP: DISTRICT IN 

PREPARATION MODE AFTER 
STATE ALLOWS FOR RETURN  
TO IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION 

 
 

Tuesday, New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan-Grisham announced all grade levels may attend school in 
Hybrid Learning Mode as early as February 8.  In light of this announcement, Clovis Municipal Schools is 
actively preparing to welcome our middle and high school students back for in-person instruction. 
  
It is critical for families and the community to understand the February 8 date is not a mandatory return 
date, but rather, the state has left the expanded return of students to the discretion of school districts and 
parents.  In-person instruction is governed by stringent state expectations for school districts, 
which must be met in order to successfully return students to the classroom.  As such, families 
should watch for announcements from Clovis Municipal Schools in coming days, as details are confirmed.  
  
Additionally, families who do not want their students to attend in-person classes should contact their 
child’s school and request placement in Cohort C.  Changes to Cohort C may be made at any time, however, 
movement from Cohort C to A or B were only allowed at the beginning of the semester. 
  
It is without question that in-person instruction is the best way to achieve student success and our District 
celebrates the prospect of our older students returning to school. The District also recognizes the 
importance of ensuring the health and safety of staff and students, as well as the need to meet state 
expectations and ensure ongoing success with Hybrid Learning. 
  
In an effort to balance these important elements, District leadership is currently navigating guidance 
materials provided yesterday by the state, and working to implement procedures to meet requirements 
and expectations. 
  
Some of the revised expectations given by the state on Tuesday include: 
  

·     Close contacts are now defined as someone who has an exposure of three (3) minutes or 
longer within six feet of a confirmed COVID-19 case, with or without a face covering, or as 
someone who was in the same class, Cohort, or bus as a confirmed case. (Page 3, COVID-19 
Response Toolkit for New Mexico’s Public Schools) 
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·      Increased surveillance testing of staff who work on site from 10% a week to 25% a week, 
resulting in 100% of staff being tested monthly as long as the county remains listed as “Red.”  
The testing percentage drops to 12.5% weekly if a county transitions to Yellow or Green. 
(Page 17, COVID-19 Response Toolkit for New Mexico’s Public Schools) 
  
·      Rapid Reporting timelines of 4 - 6 hours for positive case reporting and the shutdown of 
facilities or classrooms for a 24-hour cleaning period. (Page 6, COVID-19 Response Toolkit 
for New Mexico’s Public Schools) 

  
The expectations placed on school districts do present challenges, particularly in the case of surveillance 
testing and staffing. Having already implemented Hybrid Learning Mode for elementary students, schools 
frequently experience collateral issues from positive cases and quarantine requirements. 
  
Difficulty obtaining substitutes and staffing positions has already proven challenging, and with the 
increase of student and staff populations on campuses, we anticipate more challenges going forward. In 
light of this, families should be aware there may be times when schools or classrooms have to be closed 
with less than 24-hour notice. 
 
Clovis Municipal Schools asks the community for patience and understanding as we work toward a return 
to school for all our students with excitement and diligent care.  Stay tuned for future announcements! 
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